W. SENECA ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, March 25, 2014 at 7:00 PM

BNAC - 2001 Union Rd., West Seneca
PREPARED BY LAUREN MASSET

L. CALL TO ORDER @ 7:04pm

Il. ATTENDANCE

Members: Evelyn Hicks (EH), Chair, Rick Rutkowski (RR), Vice-Chair, Karl Spencer (KS), Jim
Caruso (JC), Steve Kondrak (SK), Jack Oshei (JO)

Associate Members: Lauren Masset (LM)

Guests: Matt Amoia (MA), Jim Eagen (JE)

West Seneca Town Board(TB): Eugene Hart (GH)

Excused: Supervisor Sheila Meegan, Dave Monolopolus, George Rockey, Joyce Mallette

lll. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES

1. Meeting Minutes — February 2014
Motion by RR, seconded by JC ,to approve the meeting minutes from February 2014.
AYES: ALL NOES: NONE MOTION CARRIED

Motion by JC, seconded by KS,to approve the meeting minutes from February 25, 2014 National
Grid Substation Upgrade Meeting.

AYES: ALL NOES: NONE MOTION CARRIED

2. Annual Report

EH distributes a revised copy of the Annual Report to the group. EH asks if anyone from the

group has any further suggestions - no further suggestions are given.

Motion by RR, seconded by JC ,to approve the Annual Report.
AYES: ALL NOES: NONE MOTION CARRIED

3. Expiring Commission memberships
Status Quo

4. Financial/Treasurer’s Report

EH reports the WSEC is fully funded for the 2014 year, the issue with funds being withdrawn



from the 2014 budget has been fixed and removed from 2013 budget.
5. Correspondence

EH shows the group a from the DEC for a “Tree Risk Assessment Workshop” in Albany April 8,
2014. Received & Filed

EH reports she has a flyer from Cornell Cooperative Extension for training in “EAB 1st Detector
Training - Part 17 at Reinstein Woods from 9:45-12:00pm on March 22, 2014.

EH reports on March 29 from 10-12:00pm at the Harlem Road Community Center an Emerald
Ash Borer task force meeting will be taking place.

EH reports Jeff Schieber (West Seneca code enforcement officer) sent her a letter in regards to
a proposed patio home development at 3858, 3863, 3869 Clinton Street, West Seneca NY
14224. The letter includes a SEQR, plans, and a request for a rezoning - special permit. EH
would like to compose a response letter, After the discussion the main points are:

e RR suggests using the wording keeping lots 10 and 11 as no construction because they
are in a floodplain.

e JC suggest putting in the letter is there a way to ensure the town can maintain the
retention pond and we support the creation of a property assessment of pond
maintenance.

e RR question is it legal to build retention pond in the floodplain?

EH will draft a letter, and send to the group.
RE: 3858, 3863, 3869 Clinton Street, West Seneca NY 14224

6. Office
Status Quo

IV. WSEC MEMBER PROJECTS - UPDATES/DISCUSSION

1. Oxbow (2805 Clinton St.) parcel
LM reported the field club held three work days:

e March 8, 2014 hosted by LM from 9:30-11:30am where two patches of phragmites were
removed. There were 8 volunteers.

e March 15, 2014 hosted by Josh Konovitz with 5 people total, 3 hours of work, with the task
being plant prep.

e March 30, 2014 hosted by Jerry Krajna. LM spoke to Krajna yesterday, they worked from
9:30-11:30am. Krajna & SK removed fencing and stakes where they could, brought the
items back to the shed, broke them down & organized them by size for future use.

The next Oxbow Field Club meeting is January 27, 2014 - 7pm, @ Kiwanis Youth Center

EH will distribute a copy of the interim report for 2013 to the group.



EH applied for and received a permit from the DEC to remove beaver, due to the fact their are too
many beaver causing destruction. RR requests EH for a report at the next meeting.

2. WSEC library display-
RR provided 2013 WSEC accomplishments photographs and powerpoint to JM for display.

3. Environmental Awareness presentation
KS spoke with WS West Middle school principal — student will assist KS & EH with May 16, 2014
at 8:30am presentation.

Will Peterson, West Seneca West student presenter
EH report she meet a student from West Seneca East Senior who is a media student. He is a
junior he (1) may be able to do so next year (2) can get the WSEC in the door at East.

4. Stormwater:

BNAC Rain Barrels
RR reports sign stored in the office. RR hopes to have the sign and rain barrels during the earth
day event.

GH requests a rain barrel at the Childrens Memorial Park at Briarwood Park, there is a picnic
shelter. Gutters and downspouts will have to be affixed (by Town personnel) to the picnic shelter
at the site prior to installation of a rain barrel. Ken Hansen will pay for cost associated with the
project through the Amanda Hansen foundation. EH suggests finding a way to secure the barrel
to the picnic shelter. RR will manage this project. Target date for project completion will be June
1, 2014.

lllicit Discharges - Cazenovia Creek
EH reports she sent a letter to the West Seneca Town Board in regards to sewage discharge.
GH mentions this will have to be run by the Town Attorney for the liability issue.

5. Boat/canoe/kayak launch site (0 Bishop Pl.)
Status Quo

6. Subcommittee Reports

Tree Issues Subcommittee
KS reports that press release announcing the first meeting of the subcommittee (4/8/2014 — 7
P.M. at BNAC) was sent to the WS Bee and Penneysaver — municipal Tree Ordinances were
reviewed, and proposed changes to the WS Tree Ordinance prepared — to be reviewed by
subcommittee at 4/8 meeting.

Water Quality Issues Subcommittee
RR reports the subcommittee would address such issues as Recreation, lllicit Dischargers, &
Rain Barrels. EH says we already do these activities as a group, with the establishment of a




subcommittee they have a specific target to reach rather than a broad spectrum. EH says the
meetings should be published and open to the public that reports back to the WSEC. EH is open
Motion made to establish a Water Quality issue subcommittee to be tasked with the following 3
areas:

(1) Storm Water

a. Rain Barrels

b. lllicit Discharge

(2) Canoe Kayak boat launch intivitave

At this time RR will head up the committee

Motion by SK, seconded by KS,to approve the establishment of a Water Quality Issue
Subcommittee.

AYES: ALL NOES: NONE MOTION CARRIED

7. 1200 East & West Road West Seneca Dev

EH spoke to Jeff Nyitrai NYS Region 9 DEC land property manager on March 3, 2014. EH asked
him why the title of wildlife refuge has not yet been turned over to the DEC because it is a
problem because they are still working on the surveys with old titles on the property that needs to
be gone through. EH will follow up with him on May 2, 2014.

8. National Grid

EH reports that they will come to our April 22 meeting at 6pm to discuss the upgrades to the
Gardenville Station Project.

V. ISSUES OF THE PUBLIC

GH asks if in the commission charter if it allows for an expansion of the commission. EH says
that the code does not allow for an expansion of voting members. EH says that everyone
appointmented or not, they are welcome & all feedback is welcome.

Call To Close @ 8:45pm.



