Fall safety  

Smoke and Carbon Monoxide alarms may allow you and your family sufficient time to reach safety by providing early warning in the event of a fire. Many people have neglected to install smoke and Carbon Monoxide alarms despite their life-saving potential and low cost. Even those who do have these alarms forget that they need some maintenance attention to continue working properly. We offer the following tips for keeping your home and family safe this heating season: 

Safety in numbers - Install at least one smoke and Carbon Monoxide alarm on each floor of the house or residence and outside all sleeping areas. Additionally, West Seneca building and fire codes require all new homes to have interconnected smoke alarms with battery back-up in the same areas. 

Smoke alarm maintenance - Working smoke and Carbon Monoxide alarms are needed in every home and residence. Test and maintain your alarms at least once a month unless otherwise noted by manufacturer instructions. These detectors fail most often because of missing, dead or disconnected batteries. Replace the batteries at least once a year or whenever the alarm “chirps” indicating the battery is getting low.

One safety tip would be schedule battery replacements for the same day you change your clocks from Daylight Savings Time to Standard Time in the fall. The recommendation of the National Fire Alarm Code (NFPA 72) requires residential smoke alarms to be replaced every 10 years. 

Fire escape plan - In addition to installing smoke and Carbon Monoxide alarms in your home, we also recommend that you develop a fire escape plan and practice it at least twice a year with all members of your household. In the event of a fire, every family member should know at least two ways out of each room. Stay as close to the floor as possible during your escape as hot air, toxic gases and smoke rise to the ceiling and the air nearest the floor will be safer to breathe. If you encounter a closed door during your escape, feel the door before opening it. If it is hot to the touch, use another exit. The heat could indicate fire on the other side of the door. Teach your children how to escape in case of a fire and not to hide under a bed or in a closet. 

Certain individuals, including children, elderly people and those with special needs, may not wake up to the sound of a smoke alarm. You should be aware of this when developing your home fire escape plan. 

Designate a well-lit place that is a safe distance away from your home such as a tree, street light or mailbox, where everyone will meet in the event of a fire. This will help firefighters determine if anyone else is still inside the home. Never return to a burning building for any reason. As soon as possible, call the fire department by dialing 911 and be prepared to clearly state your name and the exact address of the fire. Stay on the line to answer further questions the emergency operator will ask.
Fireplaces - A fireplace or wood burning stove that is properly installed and carefully maintained can provide the warmth and comfort you need in winter. Wood burning stoves also provide the perfect heating alternative when there is a power outage. However, there are several important safety factors to consider when you use your wood burning stove. The best material to burn in a wood burning stove is dry wood that has been seasoned for at least 6 months. This type of wood burns quicker and brighter, thereby reducing the formation of creosote. Creosote is a highly inflammable byproduct of incomplete combustion of firewood, which usually forms in the chimney and can increase the likelihood of fire. Burning unseasoned or wet wood greatly increases creosote formation and must be avoided. Burning paper or trash in the wood burning stove may seem like a quick way to light a fire. However, this practice is dangerous because these substances are highly combustible and may emanate toxic gases.

After a fire has died out, collect the ashes in a metal container. You can wet the ashes to subdue any remaining embers. Dispose of the ashes outdoors, away from structures, trees and plants.

For those who have a wood stove or fireplace they should be cleaned regularly along with the chimney. The buildup of any creosote gives the potential of a fire to occur.
Permits - Safety is the primary reason for requiring permits. Inspectors check to make sure construction and installations are proper for the protection of your family and property, your neighbors and buyers of your property. If you're having a contractor do your work, the contractor can obtain the necessary permits, but you should check to make sure the contractor has done so. Listed units either solid fuel or gas fired require permits. One of the things you should consider in choosing a heating device is that it has been tested by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (UL). These units will have been tested under extreme conditions and are approved for installation with specifications for distances these units can be placed from combustible materials. Have a safe fall season.

